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A p r i l 15, 
Dear Mrs, Updike, 
Thi s i s a Delated l e t t e r to thank you f o r your kindness i n having 
me as a guest over the vacation. I had a wonderful time. I am 
a f r a i d the v i s i t spoiled me, and i t was only with great d i f -
f i c u l t y that I re-entered the h e c t i c s w i r l of Harvard l i f e . 
I was very much impressed by the countryside surrounding your 
farm, e s t h e t i c a l l y as w e l l as g e o l o g i c a l l y . I t i s b e a u t i f u l 
country. 
I was glad to have had the chance to read the novel, and I hope 
you f i n i s h i t soon. The d i f f i c u l t i e s under which you are working 
are very great. Writing i t s e l f i s often nothing more than very 
hard work, and one wonders i f i t i s worth the e f f o r t . I n the 
long run I think i t i s . Even i f you don't s e l l i t , you w i l l be 
happy. I l i k e d a great many pa t r s of the Dook; the f i r s t chapter 
s t i l l stands cut. I think you did a very good joo with Juan's 
mother, and, f o r that matter, with the youthful Juan. I f e e l 
that I knew them both very w e l l a f t e r reading only that f i r s t 
chapter. The main imnediate danger,*e«»e-Hw>*«e as you go ahead, 
seems to me to be l e a v i n g too much up to the reader, who i s e a s i l y 
discouraged. 
But I sense that both my c r i t i c i s m of the novel and my thanks 
f o r the v i s i t are somehow inadequate. Give my best wishes to 
Mr. Updike, your parents, and the dogs. I hope you a l l have a 
good spring. 
S i n c e r e l y , 
